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according to the literature, the notion of fake news is
1. Vague

2. Politically dangerous

3. Undistinguishable from past forms of misinformation
4. Charged with a simplistic idea of journalistic truth

5. Missing key features of it object

TABLE 1
A typology of fake news definitions

Author’s immediate intention to deceive

Level of facticity High Low

High Native advertising News satire
Propaganda
Manipulation

Low Fabrication News parody

e False  Misleading False Imposter Manipulated Fabricated
3Ur®  Connection  Content  Context  Content Content Content

[

journalism “ % ot

To Parody v v v
To Provoke

orto ‘punk’ v v v
Passion v

Partisanship i >

Profit v v 7
Political

Influence v v v v
Propaganda v v v v v

Wardle, C. Fake news. It's complicated (2017). First Draft (via Medium).
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Claire, W. & Derakhshan, H. (2017).
Information Disorder: Toward an interdisciplinary framework for research
and policymaking (Report to the Council of Europe).

The term “fake news" has also begun to be appropriated by
politicians around the world to describe news organisations
whose coverage they find disagreeable! In this way, it'
becoming a mechanism by which the powerful can clamp down
upon, restrict, undermine and circumvent the free press. It's also
worth noting that the term and its visual derivatives (e.g., the red
‘'FAKE’ stamp) have been even more widely appropriated by
websites, organisations and political figures identified as
untrustworthy by fact-checkers to undermine opposing reporting
and news organizations” (p.16)

2. Politically dangerous

http://www.trumptwitterarchive.com/archive/fake%20news/ttff

Twitter Archive support
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2. Politically dangerous
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Donald J. Trump & Ao
@realDonaldTrump N

The FAKE NEWS media (failing @nytimes,
@NBCNews, @ABC, @CBS, @CNN) is not
my enemy, it is the enemy of the American
People!

1:48 PM - 17 Feb 2017

searr o 180 8 DHO@ OO &

Donald J. Trump @ T
@realDonaldTrump el B

The Fake News Media works hard at
disparaging & demeaning my use of social
media because they don't want America to
hear the real story!

5:20 PM - 28 May 2017

ezt oo 1504 . HODOO BIOB

https://youtu.be/1ZAPwfrtAFY?t=5m40s

Donald J. Trump &

@realDonaldTrump Rotlow %

Sorry folks, but if | would have relied on the
Fake News of CNN, NBC, ABC, CBS,
washpost or nytimes, | would have had
ZERO chance winning WH

5:15 AM - 6 Jun 2017

manaraes vessie: P GPODHHLO

Donald J. Trump & S
Follow ) v
@realbonaidTump ! b,

The Fake News Media hates when | use what
has turned out to be my very powerful Social
Media - over 100 million people! | can go
around them

5:23 AM - 16 Jun 2017
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2. Politically dangerous

Dr. £. C. Pendieton. Just Arived from

863956

WL CPERATED YESTERY

MAINE EXPLOSION CAUSED BY BOMB OR TORPEDO?
Capl. Sigsbee and Consul-General Lee Are in Doubt—The World Has Sent a
Speciai Tug, With Submarine Divers, to Havana to Find Out--Lee Asks for
an Immediate Court ?quiy—-—CflJI. Sigsbee's Suspicions.

‘CAPT. SIGSBEE. IN A SUPPRESSED DESPATCH T0 mﬂli lﬂ’l"l{!l_.g's:m[ ACCIDENT WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY AN ENEMY.
He Overheard Tak There of a Flot to Blow Up the Stip--Capt

vendiet
Zalinski. the Dynamste Expert. and Other Experts Report to The World that the Wreck Was Not

from past misinformation
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Tuchman, G. (1978). Making News:

New York: The Free Press.

Making News

A Study in the
Constructionof Reality
GAYE

Schudson, M. (1989). The sociology of news

A Study in the Construction of Reality.  production. Media, Culture & Society. 11 (3).

pp. 263-282

Social scientists who study the news speak a language that journal-
ists mistrust and misunderstand. They speak of ‘constructing the
news’, of ‘making news’, of the ‘social construction of reality’.
‘News is what newspapermen make it’ (Gieber, 1964: 173). ‘News
is the result of the methods newsworkers employ’ (Fishman, 1980:
14). News is ‘manufactured by journalists’ (Cohen and Young,
1973: 97). Even journalists who are critical of the daily practices
of their colleagues and their own organizations find this talk
offensive. I have been at several conferences of journalists and
social scientists where such language promptly pushed the journal-
ists into a fierce defence of their work, on the familiar ground that
they just report the world as they see it, the facts, facts, and
nothing but the facts, and yes, there’s occasional bias, occasional
ionali: ional i , but a responsible journalist
never, never, never fakes the news.
That’s not what we said, the hurt scholars respond. We didn’t

say j lists fake the news, we said journalists make the news:

To say that a news report is a story, no more, but no less, is not to demean the
news, not to accuse it of being fictitious. Rather, it alerts us that news, like all
ublic isa reality its own internal validity.

(Tuchman, 1976: 97)

4. Charged with a simplistic

idea of journalistic truth

What is “fake news' about

if it is not about fakeness?

www.tommasoventurini.it

Bounegru, L., Abildgaard, M.S., Birkbak, A., Gray, J., Jacomy, M., Elgaard, TJ.,
Koed Madsen, A. & Munk, AK. (2017). Five Provocations about Fake News.
STS Encounters. Forthcoming.

While fact-checkers... would define fake news as false, misleading
or else unverifiable information packaged as news, fake news
might do entirely different work for users who share it on
Facebook.

This might include

- acting as monetisable clickbait for viral content pages,
-+ doing issue work for grassroots activist groups,

+ grassroots campaigning work for political loyalists

+ and providing humour for entertainment groups

S. Missing key features of its object

https://sputniknews.com/analysis/201702041050340451-macron-us-agent-dhuicq/

x-French Economy Minister
Macron Could Be 'US Agent'
Lobbuing Banks' Interests

Macron's | banker and
e 5 e coutd be Pesckaepers o o Snecin trien

acting in the interests of the US financial market in France, Republicans Gorman Reunitcaion s 27 The

party lawmaker Nicolas Dhuicq said. L0 ofcadc st Wous Sarmtn syl

"Concerning his private life, it is becoming public as we speak... Macron
is a guy who is called a chouchou, or a darling, of the French media,
which is owned by only a few people, as we all know. Besides, one of the
guys who backs him is famous businessman Pierre Berge, a business
partner and long-time lover of Yves Saint Laurent, who is openly

and gay jage. There is very wealthy gay
lobby behind him. This says it all," Dhuicq said.

“Macron is gay” hoax



https://sputniknews.com/analysis/201702041050340451-macron-us-agent-dhuicq/
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https://frsputniknews.com/france/201702171030136506-macron-rumeurs-medias/

AUTOMATING THE VISUALIZATION PROCESS WITH A SCRIPT (THE SLIME SLICER)

mayte saptomberts

proviennent-elles en réalité?
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' D'oU les rumeurs sur Macron |

usns wsnus
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Le candidat a la présidentielle Emmanuel Macron s'attaque déja en

personne a Sputnik pour la propagation de rumeurs que le site n'a jamais

diffusées. Rejetant fermement toute accusation, Sputnik invite a creuser

70N FARE (RN TIAVEL QML plus profond dans les origines de ces rumeurs. Oh surprise! Le sujet
s'avére avoir été soulevé il y a déja fort longtemps.

~Anne-Sophie Nogaret - « sl été
accusée de racisme s

Tu-160:six choses intéressantes 3
savoi surle «Cygne blancs

FAKE NEWS SPRINT - AMSTERDAM MARCH 20

Harmful news bloom “Macron is gay" hoax

@ e publicdatalab.org
Lab

THIS IS A SOUND BITE /
THIS 1S ENTERTAINMENT.
™S S SF_NSA/T\ONM\SM.’

FORTUNATELY, THATS
AL T HAVE TME
PATIENCE FOR .

Venturini, T, Munk, A., & Meunier, A. (2018).
Data-Sprint: a Public Approach to Digital Research.
In Lury et al. (Eds.), Interdisciplinary Research Methods

The contradiction
of "“fake news' research

Data sprints and the Public Data Lab
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fakenews.publicdatalab.org

Bounegru, L., Gray, J, Venturini, T, & Mauri, M.

(2018). A Field Guide to Fake News and other
Information Disorders.

1.

Investigating the functions performed by
‘fake stories’ on Facebook

Tracing how viral information circulates
through crediting and discrediting actions
Looking at trackers employed by different
news websites monetize their audience

Investigating how 'fake stories’ are
circulated as memetic images

Studying how ‘fake stories” are used in the
context of online trolling

S lines of media inqui

WHICH FACEBOOK PAGES
AND GROUPS PROMOTED
THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF
FAKE NEWS? WHICH ONES
CREATED THE HIGHEST

1. Facebook discussion hotspots

©
Ry
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HOW CAN WE
CHARACTERISE
SOURCES OF TROLLING
ACTIVITY BASED ON
THEIR PROFILE
INFORMATION?

a. CHARACTERISE SOURCES OF TROLL.
LIKE ACTIVITY THROUGH THEIR
PROFILE INFORMATION
One way in which you can characterise the
sources of troll-like activity is by examining
their profile information.

Visit each of the accounts and collect their

profile information from the Twitter

interface (description, profil picture and

0

<

Analyse this information in order
to identify politial issues, hashtags
mentioned and affilations.

Take note of the presence or absence of
profile images and upload any images
identified to /£ Google Image Search to
detect whether any of the accounts use
fake profile images.

Using the Twitter —> API, extract the
creation date of the account and examine
‘whether several accounts in your corpus
have been created around the same date.

A series of methodological recipes

HAVE PREFERRED
STORY THEMES?

oy ant- iy stones.

DO FACEBOOK PUBLICS

1. Facebook discussion hotspots
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WHAT KINDS OF

BY FAKE NEWS?

classifcation of pages
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WHAT IS THE LIFE OF
THE "POPE ENDORSES
TRUMP” STORY
ACCORDING TO PAGES
IN SEARCH ENGINE
RESULTS?

Chronological network of the cross-
references between the pages
mentioning the “Pope Endorses

Trump” story. In this image it is not

the nodes, but their connections that
are highlighted: their colour indicates.
whether a source i cited as evidence

or counter-evidence of the story and
the style the type of citation. The

high presence of orange dotted lines
(counter-evidence textual citations)
shows how debunking initatives tend to
mention original sources but not link to
them. This technique is used to flag fake
websites without increasing their online
visibility by explicily linking to them.

TYPE OF CITATION
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HOW DO THE
OCCURRENCES OF
THE "POPE ENDORSES
TRUMP” STORY CITES
EACH OTHER?
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2. News circulation

DO MAINSTREAM MEDIA
AND FAKE NEWS WEBSITES
SHARE THE SAME TRACKER
ECOLOGIES?

Trocker Popury

TaceR caregony

3. Attention tracker
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HOW DO FAKE NEWS HOW DO FAKE NEWS SITES Doubleclick
SITES AND MAINSTREAM ADAPT THEIR TRACKER
MEDIA CLUSTER USAGE IN RESPONSE TO Google Adsense
ACCORDING THEIR BLACKLISTING FROM e
TRACKER USAGE? MAJOR AD NETWORKS? Scorecard Rsearch Bescon
Bipartite network of trackers and Tracker ecologes on fake news stes. e
et hem. racker before and sfter trom
-

TRACKERS PRESENT TRACKERS TRACKERS PRESENT
ONLY BEFORE DECEMBER ALWAYS PRESENT ONLY AFTER JANUARY

3. Attention trackers 3. Attention trackers

WHAT MEDIA GROUP rteom . HOW DO MEMETIC s BS
STRATEGIES CAN BE REACTONS O e ey = _—

DETECTED THROUGH ra DIFFERENT POLITICAL

SHARED GOOGLE L EVENTS COMPARE?

ANALYTICS IDS?

3. Attention trackers 4. Memetic images
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CAN WE DETECT

DISTINCT VISUAL Chmtera
STYLES WITHIN A MEME ="
REPOSITORY? -

Network of imsges inthe God &
Trump corpus, nked by siarty of

meme profte, scording to shared tags
Show hat memes share 3 simary of

custer may be noticed as well 5 3.
comics nd cartoons chster, nchating
Pepe the Frog

s

SAARTY o et
petiteria

HOW ARE ATTACKS
DISTRIBUTED ACROSS
THE POLITICAL
SPECTRUM IN THE
NETHERLANDS?

poltiansare most ofen targeted by
regtre mertons

S. Trolling techniques
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Unironic Trump activism

PLURALIST APOLITICAL MEMES RIGHT WING POPULIST
(MEME) ACTIVISM Establishment populism

Vaporwave

— Deus Vult
Countryball

IMPERIAL MEMES

4. Memetic images

HOW CAN WE
CHARACTERISE
SOURCES OF TROLL-
LIKE ACTIVITY BASED
ON THEIR SHARED
FRIENDS?

the ight e asymmetry of sources and
tangets of attacks.

00

=)

S. Trolling techniques
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WHAT ISSUES ARE
PRESENT IN TWEETS evertmisengn
@MENTIONING A

POLITICAL CANDIDATE?

P
7
/,

Small dimension

N

Simple and easy to identify morphological features
Large geographical spread
Short generation time

High fecundity and elevated mutation rate b

Small dimension
fake stories ten to be ‘flatter’ than ordinary news story

Simple and easy to identify morphology

fake news exaggeration makes it easier to follow them

Large geographical spread

fake news examples can be found in most countries and sectors

Short generation time
fake news rise and fall in weeks and often of in days

High fecundity and elevated mutation rate
fake news do not only spread but also mutate rapidly

Thank you!

tommasoventurini.it

+ Venturini, T. (2018). Sur I'étude des sujets populaires ou les
confessions d'un spécialiste des fausses nouvelles. In P. Trudel
(Ed.), Les fausses nouvelles. Presses de |'Université Laval.

+ Venturini, T, Bounegru, L., Gray, J, & Rogers, R. (2018). A reality
check(list) for digital methods. New Media & Society

+ Venturini, T, Jacomy, M., Meunier, A,, & Latour, B. (2017). An
unexpected journey: A few lessons from sciences Po médialab'’s
experience. Big Data & Society, 4(2)




