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March 17th, France goes into lockdown



… and French people go online

+ YouTube watching

= YouTube publishing

+ tweeting



… through the night



… through the night
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with shorter sleeping breaks

average time lag between two consecutive Tweets (in seconds)



Morning merged into the night

(in YouTube)
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Morning merged into the day

(in Twitter)
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Emotional resilience



Emotional resilience

(temporally stable)



The Rhythms of the Night
&

Junk News Bubbles



“From Fake to Junk News, the Data Politics of Online Virality.” 

In Data Politics: Worlds, Subjects, Rights, eds. Didier Bigo, 

Engin Isin, and Evelyn Ruppert. London: Routledge, 123–44. 



Media acceleration & amplification

What we are considering here, however, 
are the psychic and social consequences 
of the designs or patterns as they 
amplify or accelerate existing processes. 
For the “message” of any medium or 
technology is the change of scale or 

pace or pattern that it introduces into 
human affairs.

The railway did not introduce movement 
or transportation or wheel or road into 
human society, but it accelerated and 
enlarged the scale of previous human 
functions, creating totally new kinds of 
cities and new kinds of work and leisure.

McLuhan, Marshall. 1964. Understanding 
Media: The Extensions of Man.
New York: McGraw-Hill.

McLuhan, Marshall, and Quentin Fiore. 1967.
The Medium Is the Massage. Gingko Press.



attention hypersynchronization

5 sources…

track & push 
technologies

social
self-branding

political
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attention hypersynchronization

5 sources… and their interactions 
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Hypersynchronization as a

increase of scale and pace

What we are considering here, however, 
are the psychic and social consequences 
of the designs or patterns as they 
amplify or accelerate existing processes. 
For the “message” of any medium or 
technology is the change of scale or 

pace or pattern that it introduces into 
human affairs.

The railway did not introduce movement 
or transportation or wheel or road into 
human society, but it accelerated and 
enlarged the scale of previous human 
functions, creating totally new kinds of 
cities and new kinds of work and leisure.

McLuhan, Marshall. 1964. Understanding 
Media: The Extensions of Man.
New York: McGraw-Hill.
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junk news bubbles 
an attention regime in which

few items attracts a large share
of attention but are incapable
of sustaining it for a long time



The trending bubble of junk contents

THE TRENDING BUBBLE

ATTENTION INFRASTRU-
CURES ARE

HOW WE
SPEND OUR TIME

Eli Pariser. 2011. The Filter Bubble



Hilgartner, S. & Bosk, C. 1988

The Rise and Fall of Social Problems: A Public Arenas Model

American Journal of Sociology 94 (1)



A junk news bubble toy-model

Popularity (π) of each 
issues (i) is incremented 
at each time (t) by

its increment of t-1 
multiplied by ⍺ plus a random factor (x) 

After increment, the popularity 
(π) of each issues (i) is divided 
by the sum of all popularities 
so that they sum is always 1

If negative, the 
new popularity 
is set to zero



A junk news bubble toy-model

Popularity (π) of each 
issues (i) is incremented 
at each time (t) by

its increment of t-1 
multiplied by ⍺ plus a random factor (x) 

After increment, the popularity 
(π) of each issues (i) is divided 
by the sum of all popularities 
so that they sum is always 1

1. Boost of trending topics 

3. Inelasticity of   
total attention

2. No negative attention

If negative, the 
new popularity 
is set to zero



The consequences of trendiness



The consequences of trendiness

⍺ = 1  

⍺ = 2  

⍺ = 3  



The consequences of trendiness

more ephemerality more concentration



Some empirical examples
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